MICA AND MICA COMPOUNDS

87

the adhesive matter in no part of the whole of the finished plate
exceeds 1*25 per cent.

Although small plates of megohmit are dearer than similar sizes
in mica, the saving arises when large sizes are required, where pure
mica would be too expensive. Plain and flanged commutator rings
and collars are made from megohmit. The same manufacturers
make both hard arid flexible megohmit plates, and also so-called
mica paper and mica linen.

The plates consist of thin mica sheets, stuck together with
shellac in the case of the hard plates, and with a mixture of
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Moulded Forms of Micanite.

various vegetable adhesive materials in the case of the flexible
plates.
The mica paper consists of flexible plates having a covering
of Japanese paper. The mica linen consists of flexible plates
with a covering of linen. The hard plates have the advantage,
as against the flexible material, of being entirely waterproof
and of withstanding greater mechanical pressure, as well as
of possessing greater insulation resistance. The hard plates